Warwickshire Council for Voluntary Youth Services

Bear Necessities Newsletter July 2008

News from WCVYSJ

A message from Vic
We have had a very busy two
months since our last newsletter.
Three things | really wanted to
share with you are:

WCVYS off to Marle Hall Outdoor
Education Centre in North Wales
We are
| holding our
first WCVYS
Residential in
August to
explore  how
we create a voice for young
people within the voluntary
youth sector and support their
involvement within the running of
WCVYS and our  member
organisations. This will enable us to
share the good practice that exists
within our members’ organisations;
bring back recommendations for
the trustee’s to consider; motivate
us all to reach the standards within
the Warwickshire Award for
Involvement and learn about how
we support young people’s
volunteering into adulthood.

Trustees’ Working for You!

The Trustees and Volunteers of
WCVYS have held two visioning
events in May to look in detail at
what we do and how we want to
work together. This has given us a
wealth of information about areas
for development and how we can
become more effective and efficient
as an infrastructure organisation.
These processes are supporting
the development of the Business
Plan 2008-2011 and we are holding
an additional meeting in July to
hopefully finalise our vision and
priorities for the next three years.

WCVYS Network
Building on the success
of the WCVYS County
Officers group we have
opened up the group to
all WCVYS members. We held an
inspiring first meeting in June,
which was very interactive with
different members contributing
information and sharing issues.
Thanks to Carol at Doorway for
bringing us up to speed on the
developments of the Young
People’s Housing Protocol and
Susie Murray for her précis of the
MyPlace funding and ideas about
how we can support this being
taken forward. We identified four
members who are interested in
progressing a bid with support for
Polesworth in North Warwickshire,
Rugby, Warwick and Nuneaton
Foyer Plus Project.

The WCVYS network will:

# Be open to all members of
WCVYS

# Give you a chance to set the
agenda you want to focus on

# Look at local and national
policies and our responses
to them

# Explore opportunities for
funding, including those with
partnership potential

# Discuss training initiatives
and opportunities

# Provide a two way process
of communication with the
WCVYS executive

# Meet three times a year

WCVYS Network
24th October 2008 ~ 1.00p.m.
The Bradby Club, Rugby
Please join us ~ all WCVYS
members welcome




News from our members

Warwick Girls Promoted to

Division 2 at Colchester!
Congratulations to Warwick Girls
who have been promoted from
Division 3 to Division 2 in the
British Youth Band Association
(BYBA) following a fantastic win at
Colchester Band Contest, Essex,
on Sunday 23" June 2008.

Carly March, Corps Director for
Warwick Girls said, "I'm really
pleased with the girls’ performance
this year which has resulted in
them being promoted. It's been a
real team effort and thank you to all
involved. We will endeavour to rise
to the occasion and the challenge
that Division 2 will bring for us.”

Paul Cartwright, Chair of
Performance for BYBA said,
"Following hot on the heels of three
earlier promotions, this is a great
achievement for one of BYBA's
finest show bands, and a stalwart
of the British Youth Band
Association".

The girls are really excited about
this and are looking forward to their
Summer Tour in July. The band will
be travelling to Devon and Cornwall
where they will perform to locals
and tourists, taking the name of
Warwick  further  afield and
promoting the marching band
movement more generally. 1t won't
all be work, though — plenty of
social activities are on the agenda
including swimming, bowling and
surfing to name but a few.

Grants awarded by WCVYS and
the Youth Opportunity Fund will
help towards the cost of the
summer tour.

Visit www.warwickagirls.org.uk for
more information about the group.

Young performers wanted!

Vicky Fowler is a seventeen year
old volunteer and is part of the
Senses Performance Group, who
have recently been successful in
receiving a grant from Vcashpoint,
a National Volunteering
organisation, to host a show at the
Bedworth Civic Hall, this coming
September.

The show will be organised and
performed completely by Young
People, and will aim to raise
awareness of Human Rights. All
those involved must be between
16-25 years of age on September
11th 2008.

Vicky already has a few 3
dancers and singers, but ¢
welcomes more people 9
at the auditions. In
particular she is

looking for more

male singers to

duet with females to
perform songs from the
musicals. The young
people can be from all areas of
Warwickshire.

So if you know of a young person
with a talent - get them involved -
or you might know a group -
orchestra, marching band, acting or
dance group.

Contact the senses group at either

senses@live.co.uk
Myspace/sensesperformancegroup.com
Or  their Facebook group:
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?qgid=
1146915078

Alternatively, contact Michelle Black at
revolve michelle.black@nwcvs.org.uk




Funding News

Vcashpoint — NEW Round
Vcashpoint is giving away £1
million to 16-25 year olds in
England who want to set up their
own volunteering project in their
community... and you could get
your hands on up to £2,500.

Vcashpoint funds new projects that
are led by young people and really
make a difference to the
community. Your project should
create at least three new
opportunities for young people to
volunteer. Vcashpoint will fund
projects that:

Are new

Create NEW volunteering
opportunities for 16-25 vyear
olds

Are Youth-Led

Take place in England
Benefit an
community

identified

Vcashpoint must be the only
source of funding for the initial
project. However you are
encouraged to seek in-kind
contributions from individuals and
organisations. The project can
however seek alternative sources
of funding if the applicant wishes to
continue the project after the end of
the V funding

All projects must be completed
within 6 months from the project
start date and by March 2009.

An applicant cannot apply for more
than one project in each round of
vcashpoint.

Application deadline is 18™ July
2008.

If you have a query before or while
you are applying, about the
application form, application
process, funding criteria, deadlines
and dates for each round or
anything else you can contact the
vcashpoint help desk in one of the
following ways:

By phone: 0800 089 9000 By text:
text vcash to 80010 (an advisor will
call you back the same day) By
email: vcashpointqueries@bss.org
Or look on the V website:
http://www.vinspired.com/vbuzz/ca
mpaigns/171/

Young People’s Fund 2

The Big Lottery Fund has launched
the second round of the Young
People’s Fund programme. Up to
£38 million is available over the
next two years to support projects
across England where young
people lead from start to finish. The
programme is open to voluntary
and community sector
organisations, offering  grants
between £10,000 and £500,000 to
support activities and services
lasting between 1 and 5 years.
www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/ypf2local

WCVYS Grants

Congratulations to those members
who were successful in receiving a
WCVYS grant at the June Panel.16
applications, totalling a fabulous
£13,765.50 were allocated to
support activities and training.

The next deadline for application is
1% September
2008. Please
see the WCVYS
website to
download your
application form and further
information.

www.warkscvys.org.uk




The Arts Award is a national
gualification that recognises how
young people develop as artists,
arts practitioners and arts leaders.
Young people aged between 11-
25 can achieve Arts Awards at
levels 1, 2 and 3 on the national
gualifications framework.

Arts Award Centres are
organisations which support young
people to develop their arts
activities, including arts centres,
theatres, schools, colleges, youth
projects, voluntary clubs or
community groups. Every centre
must employ or be associated
with at least one trained Arts
Award adviser.

WYAN Pilot of the Bronze and
Silver Level Arts Award

Come and be part of a
Warwickshire Youth Arts Network
(WYAN) pilot of the Arts Award.

The training if free to those who
work with  young people in
Warwickshire and take part in the
pilot delivery scheme .

If you have any questions or to
book your place please call Clare
Mitchell,  Arts  Development
Worker ; Tel :01926 742486 or
visit http://www.artsaward.org.uk

Arts Award Adviser training

19th September 2008
10am — 4 pm

Kenilworth Youth & Community
Centre

Young People's Common

Assessment Framework Cards

Training

Once you have completed the
Integrated Services Training, which
explains the Common Assessment
Framework, you can attend the
Young People’'s CAF Cards
Course.

The Young People’s CAF Card
training uses funky young people
friendly cards to help explain the
process and enables young people
to talk about the issues concerning
them.

17th July 12.30 - 3.30 p. m.
16th September 7.00 - 10.00 p.m.
at The Ivor Preece Fields, Binley
Woods.

To book contact Bee Laithwaite
01926

Community Consultants Master
Class

This is a one day training event
aimed at workers/volunteers with
considerable training experience
and/or a training qualification who
would like young people/parents to
have a voice and input into their
organisations direction, planning
and evaluation.

Thursday 11" September 2008
from 10:00am — 4:30pm
Benn Partnership Centre Rugby

To book your place on this
course then please contact
Harmina on 01788 553033 or
bpc@ukonline.co.uk




News from around the County

Interested in having a Youth
Work Student on Placement?
Coventry University are interested
in finding placements for their first
and second year Youth Work
students in voluntary sector
projects working with  young
people.

Placements run for 8 - 10 weeks
from January 2009. If your
organisation feels they could offer a
placement or wants to find out
more please contact Vic at WCVYS
for further information.

Good Practice Anti-bullying

Help to collect information about
good practice in anti-bullying work
across the county.

If you are aware of anything
PLEASE tell Rachel Evans (details
below) about it and give her some
contact details so she can follow it
up over the summer.

“We know there is a
lot of stuff going on;
we want to know
about it so we can
share it and shout
about it!”

Plus check out the
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www.warwickshire.gov.uk/bullying
Rachel Evans

County Anti-bullying Co-ordinator
Tel: 01926 742522 / 07825 044646
Email:
rachelevanscs@warwickshire.gov.
uk

What is FIS?

FREE information,

advice and guidance

service for families,

children and young people 0 - 20
year olds; schools, youth workers
and service practitioners working
with families.

The service is confidential and
impartial and exists to raise
awareness of local services for
families and encourage informed
parental choices.

For further information about how
FIS can support your service call
the helpline on 0845 090 8044 or
email fis@warwickshire.gov.uk.

County VCS Forum

Thanks to everyone who attended
the last County VCS Forum for
those working with children, young
people and families. The focus of
the forum was updating workers on
the Children and Young People's
Plan and information about the
Joint Area Review. We looked in
some detaill at the electronic
version of the plan and encouraged
members to go away and think
about where their services and
projects fit in. We really want to
show just how much the voluntary
sector is contributing to improving
outcomes for children and young
people. Check it out for yourself:
http://www.educationwarwick.com/
CYPP

The County VCS Forum is holding
elections for VCS representatives
at Warwickshire's key strategic
meeting. If you want to know more
about the forum please contact
Helen or Vic at WCVYS.

County VCS Forum
2nd October; 3.00 - 5.30 p.m.
at the Bradby Club, Rugby.
Everyone is welcome to attend.




‘Aiming  High  for

Disabled Children’

Aiming High for

Disabled Children (AHDC), the
government’s transformation
programme for disabled children’s
services was launched in May
2007. Families with disabled
children told the government that
their number one priority is regular
and reliable breaks. So, in
response this most of the funding
will be spent on short breaks.

What is the
short break
funding for?

The funding
will enable us
to improve

outcomes for children, young
people and their families. We will
be able to increase short break
provision and promote new
innovative ways of delivering
services in a much more
personalised way.

How much is Warwickshire
getting? An initial amount of
£60,000 has been received for
2008/9, to be followed by £526,000
revenue funding and £251,000
capital funding provided
Warwickshire has demonstrated by
April 2009 that it is ready to provide
the transformed short breaks
service. A further increase of funds
will be seen in 2010/11.

Is anything happening yet?
Warwickshire has established an
AHDC Steering Group that includes
parents. A project plan is being put
together; including efforts to be
sure we have the right information
about the needs of Warwickshire’s
families and disabled young
people. Children, young people,
families and providers will be
consulted fully in this process.

The Integrated Disability Service is
leading on this initiative together
with colleagues in the Primary Care
Trust and will be commissioning a
range of provision to meet family
aspirations.

For further information on Aiming
High for Disabled Children check
out:
www.everychildmatters.gov.uk/ahd
c

Young
People
from
ILEAP Get
Outdoors!

Additionally the Children and
Young Peoples Plan, Programme
302 details the priorities for the
Integrated Disability Service, this
can be accessed through
www.educationwarwick.com/CYPP

Warwickshire  Association  of
Youth Clubs

WAYC has gained international
recognition from the Council of
Europe, due to their highly
successful project in Kazan,
Central Russia in Autumn 2007.

WAYC is the only selected UK
project provider to be included in
the Council of Europe All different
All equal 'Cookbook'. The project
was entitled ‘Participation across
the Borders’ and involved 10 young
people from Warwick District as
well as participants from Denmark
and Russia. For more details visit
WAYC’s website www.wayc.org.uk

Email: wevys@warwickshire.gov.uk
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